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144
Summer School on
Scientific Innovation —
Inspiring Young Minds
through Research,
Creativity & Scientific

Excellence

The Summer School on Scientific Innovation, held from 21st to 25th July, provided participants with
an enriching platform to explore emerging scientific developments, innovative research approaches,
and creative problem-solving. The programme promoted interdisciplinary learning, critical thinking,
and practical application of scientific knowledge, inspiring participants to develop innovative
solutions for sustainable development and societal well-being.

14
Faculty Development

Program on Smart
Health Innovation -

Advancing Healthcare g

through Technology &
Research

The Faculty Development Program (FDP) on “Smart Health Innovation: Integrating Imaging, Sensors
& Biomaterials”, held from 14th—19th July 2025, provided an enriching platform for faculty members
to explore emerging innovations in healthcare technology. The programme highlighted the
integration of advanced imaging techniques, smart sensors, and biomaterials in modern healthcare.
It promoted interdisciplinary knowledge, research collaboration, technological awareness, and
innovative thinking, empowering faculty members to contribute effectively towards technology-
driven, sustainable, and patient-centric healthcare solutions.

www.galgotiasuniversity.edu.in/sustainability
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. e o School of Aviation, Logistics
Ed ucatlonal Vlslt to and Tourism Management »
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Indian Aviation INDIAN AVIATION ACADEMY_& ==

An educational visit to the Indian Aviation Academy (IAA)
lized t¢

Academy — Bridging
Classroom Learning with B s L5
. . @ Indian Aviation Academy
Real-World Aviation

On 2nd July 2026, the School of Aviation, Logistics and Tourism Management (SALTM), Galgotias
University organized an educational visit to the Indian Aviation Academy (IAA). The visit provided
students with practical exposure to aviation operations, training facilities, simulators, airport
management, air traffic management, and aviation safety. Guided by Capt. Vaibhav Gautam Suresh,
Director, SALTM, the visit strengthened industry interaction, enhanced professional knowledge, and
inspired students to pursue successful careers in the aviation sector.
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,------- SCHOOL OF
COMMUNICATION
Under Graduate Programs
« BA (Hons.) in Digital Media and Communication
(in association with India Today Media Institute)
« BA Journalism and Mass Communication
« BA Journalism and Media
« BA Film Production and Theatre
« BA Strategic Communication
+ B.Sc. Cinema in association with GKFTII

Post Graduate Programs
«M.A in Journalism and Mass Communication
+ M.Sc. Cinema in association with GKFTII
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NIRF to award institutions negative
scores for retractions from journals

R. Prasad
CHENNAI

In a first, starting this year,
the National Institutional
Ranking Framework
(NIRF) will award negative
scores to higher education-
al institutions for papers
that have been retracted
from journals in the last
three calendar years and
their corresponding
citations.

“This year, we will
award some negative
weightage for retracted
papers and their citations.
Next year, the penalty will
be harsher,” says Anil Sa-
hashrabudhe, Chairperson
of the National Board of Ac-
creditation (NBA), the
agency managing the NIRF.
This is the first time the
NIRF will be awarding ne-
gative weightage while cal-
culating the ranking.

“Both the number of re-
tractions as well as cita-
tions from these retracted
papers will be taken into
account,” Dr. Sahashra-
budhe says. “We are also
learning and will fine-tune
the negative scoring sys-
tem as we go."

“By awarding a negative
score for retractions, we
want to send out a strong
message that research

Dismissing any objec-
tions that institutions
should not be penalised for
wrongdoings of individual
researchers, he retorts: “If
institutions can take the
credit for the number of
papers published by their
researchers, they should
also take the discredit [pe-
nalty] for the retracted
papers. They should take

Stricter rules: Both number of retractions and citations from these
papers will be considered, says Chairperson of NBA. GETTY IMAGES

should be conducted ethi-
cally,” he says.

Unethical practices

While most of the retrac-
tions are due to unethical
research practices such as
data fabrication, manipula-
tion of images, using the
same image in multiple
papers dealing with com-
pletely different materials,
using large language mo-
dels (LLMs) without prop-
er disclosure and so on,
some are due to genuine
mistakes. It is for this rea-
son that journals do not
wish to give the impression
that retractions are neces-
sarily bad. Will it be correct
to penalise institutions for
retractions that have been
due to genuine mistakes
and not unethical practic-

es? “Retractions due to ge-
nuine mistakes are far less,
and that had been happen-
ing some years ago. But
most of the retractions
now are due to unethical
practices,” he asserts.

He does not rule out
harsher penalties to insti-
tutions that continue to
have a large number of re-
tractions in the years to
come. To begin with, the
penalty will be mild this
year, which will become
harsh next year and harsh-
er in the future if institu-
tions continue to have a
large number of retrac-
tions every year, he says.
“Maybe we may even
blacklist institutions for a
few years if the retractions
stay high,” Dr. Sahashra-
budhe says.

es to ensure that
the number of papers re-
tracted reduces.” He then
asks, “Institutions already
have internal  quality
teams. What are they
doing?”

“The focus should shift
from mere quantity to
quality of research and re-
search ethics,” Dr. Sahash-
rabudhe says.

“Research and Profes-
sional Practices” is one of
the important parameters
used by the NIRF for rank-
ing institutions. Under this
head, scores are awarded
for parameters such as the
weighted number of publi-
cations in a given year,
quality of publications
which are measured based
on the total citation counts
over previous three years
and the number of cita-
tions in the top 25 percen-
tile averaged over the pre-
vious three years.
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Galgotias University is committed towards the
17 Sustainable Development Goals of the United Nations
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